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Cayuga Health Demonstrates Robotic Surgical System to Students
Cayuga Medical Center (CMC) brought the da Vinci Dual Xi, the 
latest, most advanced, robotics surgical system to TST BOCES to 
demonstrate its capabilities and benefits for students in programs 
related to health and medical careers as well as robotics.

Approximately 50 TST BOCES students attended the 
demonstration from several Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) classes, including Nurse Assisting and Health Occupations, 
Exercise Science, Computer Technology and the New Visions 
Health and Medical Sciences programs.

Dr. Martin Stallone, Chief Executive Officer of Cayuga Medical 
Center and Cayuga Health introduced the robot and discussed 
how Cayuga Health is bringing advanced surgery techniques to the 
Finger Lakes region. He also discuss different medical careers that 
are available to students after high school in this area.

Dr. Greg Ripich, MD, who specializes in da Vinci surgery, 
demonstrated the robot and its techniques. He discussed what 
kind of surgeries the robot works best for and the benefits of 
performing this kind of minimally invasive surgery. Students 
were then allowed to try out their own dexterity on the robot by 
manipulating some test objects. 

“We are so excited that our students at CTE were able to 
experience this innovative technology that will benefit the 
community,” states Cindy Walter, Executive Director of Career 
Education, TST BOCES. “It’s wonderful to have Cayuga Medical 
Center as our partners in learning and providing these unique 
learning experiences for our students.”

The fourth generation da Vinci Xi Surgical System is designed to 
enhance surgeon capabilities and advance Minimally Invasive 
Procedures. The da Vinci Xi was developed by Intuitive, a global 
technology leader in minimally invasive care and the pioneer of 
robotic-assisted surgery.
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Updates to Culinary Arts’ Cafe
The Career and Technical Education’s (CTE) Culinary Arts 
program has given the on-campus café a new name and 
a new look.

Now called Bistro 555, the café has been outfitted with 
new booths and tables previously used in a restaurant 
in Auburn’s historic Plaza of the Arts building. Flooring 
purchased from B & B Flooring in Dryden was installed 
by TST BOCES facilities services staff, who also repainted 
the entire space.

Signs featuring the updated name are being built for 
both inside and outside the café. They were designed by 
the CTE Digital Media class and will be assembled by the 
Welding and Outdoor Recreation Services classes.

As always, the food served in the café is prepared by 
Culinary Arts students. Each week a student takes a turn 
as kitchen manager and designs the menu.

Cornell Tech and TST BOCES are continuing to promote 
computer science in schools by emphasizing a concept 
called computational thinking.

Computational thinking is a method of problem solving 
that uses terminology rooted in computer science to 
provide a vocabulary to help students contextualize their

thinking. This approach helps educators integrate computer 
science into the teaching they are already doing without 
requiring additional technology or needing to replace any 
current class material. 

Incorporating computational thinking into existing 
learning goals helps provide all students with foundational 
knowledge but can also promote achievement in other areas. 
Computational concepts such as algorithms, decomposition 
and patterns can be used to think about problems in any 
discipline. Problem solving approaches such as tinkering, 
debugging and collaborating are all ideas based in computer 
science, but the terminology provides a language that can 
be used to help students think about problem solving more 
effectively.

An Intro to Computational Thinking event led by Diane Levitt, 
Cornell Tech senior director of K-12 Education, on October 
25, 2019 provided an opportunity to help educators plan 
how to best implement these concepts in the classroom. The 
event was hosted by TST BOCES and Cornell Tech at the Ithaca 
Country Club and was attended by educators representing 
many grade levels and disciplines from all the TST BOCES 
regional component districts.

The effort in this region is part of an ongoing collaboration 
between TST BOCES, Cornell Tech and the CSforAll 
Consortium.

Intro to Computational Thinking
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The Career and Tech Center Outstanding Students of the Month are:
PM STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

Jersey Winkleblack, Early Childhood, Trumansburg

Britney Merithew, Career Exploration Program, Springboard/Dryden

Taylor Moffitt, Cosmetology, Groton

Nicholas Seymour, Auto Technology, Dryden

Sofia Auerrell, Digital Media, LACS

Trinity Bogert, Nurse Assisting and Health Occupations, Candor

Emily Martin, Welding, Ithaca

Ivey Card, Heavy Equipment, Lansing

Daniel Guenther, Culinary Arts, Dryden

Drew Zemanick, Sports Conditioning and Exercise Science, Lansing

Garrett Porter, Outdoor Rec Services, Bridges/Newfield

Zackary Sorenson, Computer Technology/Cybersecurity,  
Turning Point/Dryden

AM STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

Demetri Brooks, Career Exploration Program, Groton

Iryna Loyko, Early Childhood, Ithaca

Salina Gonzalez, Cosmetology, Dryden

Christian Keeling, Auto Technology, Lansing

Alex Mitchell, Digital Media, Trumansburg

Brad Lehr, Welding, Lansing

Nate Hollenbeck, Heavy Equipment, Dryden

Lily Foust, Culinary Arts, South Seneca

Nick Radley, Sports Conditioning and Exercise Science, Groton

Cameron Pritt, Outdoor Rec Services, Springboard/Ithaca

Orizen Dan, Computer Technology/Cybersecurity, LACS

RAS Seniors Visit Polls on Election Day
A group of seniors 
in the Regional 
Alternative School 
(RAS) Participation 
in Government class 
took a field trip to visit 
polling locations on 
Election Day 2019.

The students visited polling places in Ithaca, Varna and Etna. 
Participation in Government instructor Zach Leviere was able 
to vote and demonstrate the process, then students who were 
eligible to vote had the opportunity to do so as well.

Because the trip took place during the day, the polling places 
were not as busy as they are during peak hours. This gave the 

students a chance to talk to the election volunteers and learn 
about the process of preparing a polling location for voting.

“This was a great opportunity for the students to witness and 
actually take part in our governmental process,” Mr. Leviere 
said. “Two of the students, myself and our science teacher, 
Bob Belle, voted. In class we can learn about how government 
works, what our different elected officials do and what the 
voting process is like. However, there is nothing quite like 
experiencing the democratic process firsthand.”

The experience also provided an opportunity to discuss issues 
around the process of voting, such as transportation and 
access to polling locations. By having a chance to participate 
and witness voting, the trip demystifies the process for young 
voters and will hopefully encourage future civic engagement.
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Tompkins Seneca Tioga BOCES shall continue its  
policy of providing educational opportunities for all 

students who wish to enroll in any course without 
regard to race, color, creed, national origin, political 

affiliation, sex, age, marital or veteran status, disability, 
religious practice, ethnic group, gender expression and 
identity, weight, or genetic predisposition. TST BOCES 

provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other 
designated youth groups.

For information regarding the  
nondiscrimination policy, contact: 

David J. Parsons,  
Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services 

555 Warren Road, Ithaca, NY 14850

He may also be reached by phone: 607-257-1551.

 A publication of  
Tompkins-Seneca-Tioga BOCES.

TST New Visions FFA Chapter  
Demonstrates Big Red Spirit

Passersby on the 
Cornell University 
campus are being 
greeted by a big red 
bear made out of 
hay bales by the TST 
BOCES New Visions 
Life Sciences class.

The School of 
Integrated Plant 

Science is home to the high school agriculture program New Visions 
in Life Sciences, an opportunity for select high school seniors from 
area schools to spend their senior year of high school on campus. As 
part of the program, students learn through active membership in 
the FFA, formerly called Future Farmers of America. This year’s class 
took on their first project: the Krone Battle of the Bales, a national hay 
bale decorating competition sponsored by Krone. Led by president 
Lauren Reeves (Groton High School), the chapter used ambition and 
creativity to surpass even their own expectations.

As a class, they designed and painted a 10-foot-tall bear sporting a 
Cornell logo. The final product consisted of four round bales and five 
small square bales. Its impressive size and spirited coloring add a 
lively presence to the lawn in front of Morrison Hall at the corner of 
Tower and Judd Falls roads. 

“We wanted to show our Cornell pride, while doing something big 
and bold,” Reeves said. 

Each member of the chapter took on an important role in the 
bear’s creation, designing, painting and planning, but the actual 
construction of the bear couldn’t have been accomplished without 
the work of Kurt Brennan from Cornell Grounds and Bill Huizinga 
of Farm Services. The sizable project took around a month to 
implement. The hay bale bear is just the first of many anticipated 
projects to be completed by this new FFA chapter. 

“We are blessed to be housed on the Cornell University campus and 
my students know that,” FFA Advisor, Michele Kline (Cornell ’01) said. 
“This project demonstrates that pride and gratitude. I’m thrilled that 
we were able to create something that is being enjoyed by so many!” 

The hay was donated by Highland Farm, Our Five Acre Homestead 
and Horstmann Hill Farm which is owned operated by Rob 
Horstmann and daughter Jamie Horstmann, Cornell Animal Science 
Classes of ‘86 and ‘16.

New Visions is a full-year program offered by TST BOCES that provides 
a real-life career experience to area high school seniors in the program 
that can advance their college and occupational success. 

Story written by New Visions student Katlyn Feely (Trumansburg)


